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Selectmen's Report
Valuation i
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF ALTON
RECEIPTS
State tax assessed, $2,550 00
County tax assessed, 2,161 74
School tax assessed, 7,875 00
Fireman tax assessed, 105 00
Library tax assessed, 377 00
Highway tax assessed, 7,401 74
Town tax assessed, 2,736 38
Percentage assessed, 830 79
Precinct tax, 1,203 88
Total taxes charged to collector, $25,241 53
Taxes bought by the town, $ 39 89
Abatements, 60 04
$ 99 93
Total 1916 taxes collected, $25,141 60




For highways, a. Maintenance, 611 54
For highways, b. State aid, 436 97
Insurance tax, 3 75
Railroad tax, 1,757 29
Savings bank tax, 1,838 03
Liquor licenses, 34 11
For fighting forest fires, 18 13
For bounties, 15 20
Literary fund, 166 29
For education, 1,092 00
FROM COUNTY: •
For support of poor, 37 20
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PROM LOCAL SOURCES EXCEPT TAXES:
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Highways and Bridges:
11. State aid maintenance, 1,059 63
12. Town maintenance, 5,547 17
13. Street lighting, 36 00
14. General expenses of high-
way department, 3,278 16
Education
:
15. Libraries, 377 00
Charities
:
16. Town poor, 107 29
17. County poor, 37 20
Patriotic purposes
:
18. Memorial day and other
celebrations, 250 00
Total current expenses, $14,905 22
INTEREST:
19. Paid on temporary loans* $ 366 87
20. Paid on principal of trust
funds used by Town, 213 29
Total interest payments, $ 580 16
OUTLAY FOE NEW CONSTRUCTION AND PERM-
ANENT IMPROVEMENT:
21. Highways and bridges
—
State aid construction, $2,587 34
22. Sidewalk construction, 94 78
Total outlay payments, $2,682 12
INDEBTEDNESS:
23. Payments on temporary loans, $5,000 00
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PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL
DIVISIONS
r
24. Taxes paid to State, $2,550 00
25. Taxes paid to County, 2,161 74
26. Payment to precinct, 1,203 88
27. Payment to school
district, 9,377 61
Total payments to other gov-
ernmental divisions, $15,293 23
Total payments for all purposes, $38,460 73
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1917, 3,722 93
Grand total, $42,183 66
DETAIL STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
General Government
DETAIL 1. Town Officers' Salaries and Expenses:
Salaries t
Selectmen,
Herbert E. Hayes, $ 231 25
Charles H. McDuffee, 201 25
Fred M. Newhall, 166 50
- Clerk,
Herbert E. Morrell, 61 25
Treasurer,
Herbert J. Jones, 50 00
Auditors,
Frank M. Ayer, 2 50
Edward H. Downing, 2 50
Tax Collector,
John H. McDuffee, 250 00
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Expenses
:
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Printing ballots.
The Farmington News Co., 5 50
Meals at elections,
Herbert E. Hayes, 9 45—r $ 146 74
DETAIL 4. Care and Supplies for Town Hall::
David E. Clough, janitor, $ 90 00
Extra labor, 16 82
Wood, 27 €0
Herbert E. Morrell, insurance, 23 32
Herbert J. Jones, insurance, 100 00
Place & Co., coal, 73 28
Frank W. Gray, wood, 4 50
Alton Electric Light and
Power Co., lights for hall, 219 69
Seth W. Jones, internal revenue, 25 00
Paul E. Buckley, repairs, 50 25
Alton & Alton Bay Water Co.,
water for hall,
Union Telephone Co., service,
Fred M. Newhall, wood,
Jones & Lamprey, supplies,
John N. Bennett, repairs,
J. Jones & Son, supplies,
DETAIL 5.—Police Department:
Constables, Philip L. Drew, $ 79 32
Police, Walter A. Lang, 18 00
Edward E. Prime, 1 00
$ 98 32
19 00
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Philip L. Drew, lire ward, 1915,
1916, 10 00
Herbert J. Jones, lire ward,
1915, 1916, 10 00
Loper Fire Alarm Co., balance
on contract and supplies, 129 71
Place & Co., coal, Hose No. 2, 90
Alton Electric Light & Power
Co., lights, Hose No. 2, 12 00
Herbert E. Hayes, pay roll,
Youngtown fire, 7 25
Herbert E. Hayes, pay roll,
Wentworth fire, 3 00
Herbert E. Hayes, pay roll,
Kelley fire, 8 00
Herbert E. Hayes, pay roll,
Davis fire, 9 75
Herbert E. Hayes, pay roll,
Barr fire, 8 25
Herbert E. Hayes, pay roll,
Gooch fire, 24 64
Globe Manufacturing Co., fire
hose, 346 00
Alton Electric Light & Power
Co., supplies and care of fire
alarm system, 156 60
Alton & Alton Bay Water Co.,
hydrants, 780 00
Electric Machine & Instrument Co.,
repairs on motor, 69 89
Fred T. Wilson, supplies, 2 10
Edward H. Downing, pay roll,
Hose No. 2, 82 00
Oscar Duncan, forest fire warden, 5 00
12 ANKPAL K.GPOKT OF THE TOWN .OF ALTON
J. H. Downing Co., supplies, 9 86
J. Jones & Son, supplies, 7 70
Clarence A. Home, pay roll, Hose
No. 1, 141 85
$ 1,913 97
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3. Willis Glidden, pay rolls,794 30
4. S. E. Grant, pay rolls, 419 95
5. Roy T. Page, pay rolls, 364 52
6. I. T. Proctor, pay rolls, 133 28
7. F. J. Stevens, pay rolls, 204 80
8. W. E. Sanborn, pay rolls, 206 20
9. Dana Bradley, pay rolls, 96 65
10. C. H. Proctor, pay rolls, 255 50
11. F. J. Howard, pay rolls, 195 60
12. S. B. Huckins, pay rolls, 120 90
13. Oe Varney, pay rolls, 982 73
$5,547 17
DETAIL 14. General Expenses:
Winter Work, District No.,














Oe Varney, salary and ex-
penses, 319 00
Oscar Duncan, blacksmith work, 43 95
Chester Hanson, blacksmith
work, 8 30
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M. L. H. Kimball, blacksmith
work, 1 30
J. Jones & Son, dynamite and
supplies, 182 92
J. H. Downing Co., supplies, 13 93
C. S. Lovett, painting, 8 38
Good Roads Machinery Co., road
machinery and supplies, 173 65
D. E. Clough, four years' care
of fountain, 15 0.)
Oe Varney, freight, 36 27
F. E. Mooney, drain pipe, 13 55
Andrew French, road drag, 3 10
North East Metal Co., culverts, 63 42
Penn Metal Co., culverts, 36 40
G. H. Jones, bridge plank, 69 54
Wallace & Rogers, repairs on
plow, 3 36
J. B. Woodman, lumber, 9 55
Thompson & Hoague, supplies, 1 80
H. L. Barr, painting, 6 95
A. B. Campmeeting Association,
drain pipe, 4 06
The Standard Oil Co., oil, 141 20
The Barrett Co., tarvia, 30 63
J. A. Mooney, damage, removal
of culvert, 15 00
C. H. Proctor, bridge plank, 12 50
$3,278 16
DETAIL 16. Town Poor:
Fred T. Wilson, aid to Charles
P. Hayes, $ 19 89
A"N>TrX'L MTPOltT OF THE TOWN OF ALTON
Dr. E. K. Wright, aid to Willie
Elliott, 13 00
Dr. E. H. Wright, vaccination, 6 25
David E. Clough, care of tramps, 68 15
:
$ 107 29
DETAIL 17. County Poor:
Jones & Lamprey, aid to John
Tardif, $ 32 20
Willis E. Glidden, aid to tran-
sient 5 00
$ 37 20
DETAIL 18. Memorial Day and Other Celebrations:
Oscar E. Davis, Memorial appro-
priation, $ 50 00
John W. Evans, fruit, vegetable
and poultry show appropri-
ation. 200 00
$ 250 00
DETAIL 19. Interest Paid on Temporary Loans:
James B. Woodman, $ 148 81
Martha J. Sawyer. 189 45
Herbert J. Jones, 28 61
$ 366 87




Oe Varney, Mooney Hill, $1,728 09
Oe Varney, Colbath Hill, 859 25
. _- $2,587 34
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DETAIL 23. Payments on Temporary Loans.
Martha J. Sawyer, notes, $4,000 00







We, the undersigned, having examined the fore-





Alton, N. H.. Feb. 15, 1917.
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Treasurer's Report
RECEIPTS
Cash in treasury, Feb. 15, 1916, $ 2,469 56
Received of selectmen and clerk, 12,022 50
Received of collector, 25,141 60
$39,633 66
PAYMENTS
Paid orders from selectmen, $33,748 99
Paid county tax, 2,161 74
$35,910 7.'




We, the undersigned, having examined the fore-





Alton, N. H., Feb. 15, 1917.
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Schedule of Town Property
Description
1. Town hall, land and buildings.
Furniture and equipment,
2. Library, furniture and equipment,.
3. Department Property
:
Fire department, land and buildings,.
Apparatus,
Highway department, equipment,
4. All other property and equipment:
Colbath lot, gravel pit,.
Total,
Value
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From Local Sources;
20 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF ALTON
Operation, Maintenance of School Plant
:
15. Janitor's service, 330 30
16. Fuel, 412 15
17. Water, 43 29
18. Building and Janitor's
supplies, 35 50
19. Minor repairs, upkeep of
grounds, 130 28




21. Teachers' libraries, $ 7 33
22. Transportation of pupils, 1,152 83
23. Elementary school tuition, 35 00
Balance on hand Feb. 15, 1917, 112 47
$9,709 18
Grand total, $9,709 18
DETAIL STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
ADMINISTRATION
DETAIL 1. Salaries of School Board:
F. W. McLaughlin, $ 20 00
Alta H. McDuffee, 20 00
Albert J. Jones, 20 00
$ 60 00
DETAIL 2. Clerical Expenses of School Board:
Alta H. McDuffee, $ 15 00
DETAIL 3. Other Expenses, Checklist, Etc.:
Alta H. McDuffee, $ 13 58
Albert J. Jones, 2 00
F. W. McLaughlin, 6 00
i
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Albert J. Jones, 6 00
Alta H. McDuffee, 10 00
Farming-ton News, 3 50
$ 41 08
DETAIL 4. Other District Officers :
Herbert E. Morrell. $ 25 00
John McDuffee, 2 00
Meville Adams, 2 00
— $ 29 00
DETAIL 5, School Census:
Alta H. McDuffee, $ 5 00
DETAIL 6. Superintendent's Salary and Expenses:
F. U. Landman, $ 593 14
DETAIL 7. Teachers' Salaries
!"_' ANSOAL KEPORT' OF THE TOWN OF ALTON
The Manual Arts Press.
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DETAIL 10. Scholars'
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OPERATION, MAINTENANCE OF SCHOOL
PLANT
:
DETAIL 14. Janitors' Services:
Chas. H. Estes,



















AUXILIARY AGENCIES AND SPECIAL ACTIV-
ITIES:
DETAIL 20. Teachers' Library:
Bobbs, Merrill Co., $ 1 00
The Macmillan Co., 2 07
Houghton, Mifflin Co., 3 00
Ginn & Co., 1 26
$ 7 33
2
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Total payments for all purposes, 9,596 71
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1917, 112 47
Grand total, $9,709 18
ESTIMATES FOR COMING FISCAL YEAR
Money required for text books and supplies, $ 500 00
Flags and appurtenances, 25 00
District officers, 150 00
Repairs, 150 00
ESTIMATED INCOME FROM STATE
Literary fund, $ 166 29
One-half Superintendent's salary, 300 00
Attendance of pupils, 216 00





School Board of Alton.
We, the undersigned, having examined the fore-





Alton, N. H., February 15, 1917.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER'S REPORT
RECEIPTS
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1916, $ 138 53
Received from School Board, 193 04
Received on orders of Selectmen, 9,377 61
$9,709 lb
PAYMENTS
Paid by orders of School Board, $9,596 71





We, the undersigned, having examined the fore-
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Annual Report of the Superintendent of Schools
To the School Board and Citizens of Alton:
I am submitting my fourth annual report as super-
intendent of your schools. The statistics cover the
school year ending in June, 1916.
The average membership for the year was 206.
The per cent, of attendance was 93 for aii of the
schools. Number of pupils neither absent nor tardy
was 34. The number of visits 455, a falling off some
from the last two years.
TEACHERS AND SCHOOL SUBJECTS
It was gratifying this year to have only one change
in the teaching force of the Alton schools. It required
a little more in the line of salaries than usuai, but the
results this year are more satisfactory than ever be-
fore. It takes a teacher at least half a year to get ac-
quainted with the work and the children. The teach-
ing positions in the village school require unusual
labor. I might say that all of the teachers are over-
worked either in number of subjects or time or with
too many children in a room. Too much praise cannot
be given for their sacrifice and devotion to their tasks.
New evidence of the great value of manual train-
ing, cooking, sewing and other household arts, agricul-
ture, busy work of all kinds, school banking, dramatics,
organized play, athletics, and social activities is
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coming in constantly. All of the schools of the 'own
are adapting this practical work to the needs of the
pupils with increasing interest and effect. Music is
well done and commends itself to us at many public
gatherings. Those who listen at the musicals, plays,
public meetings, and closing exercises of the High
School at the end of the year have evidence of the kind
of training the children are receiving in the Alton
schools.
EDUCATIONAL DEMANDS
Much is said at times with reference to the failure
of the public schools. Sometimes we hear that the
schools of the former generation were more efficient
than the schools are today. Very many tests have been
made during the last ten years with reference to this
charge and in no case have the children of today failed
to do better than the children of the former age even
though they average about two years younger. Every-
thing connected with school work is done better today
than it has ever been done before.
What ought a school, then, to do for its children?
What has the public a right to expect from its schools ?
The public has a right to demand that the children in
the Elementary school be able to read silently with
understanding and aloud pleasantly and with intel-
ligence; to write legibly and with a good degree of
speed ; to express themselves orally with freedom and
accuracy and clearly in good written English ; to think
with independence and draw conclusions from the
thinking ; to use accurately the fundamental operations,
fractions, decimals, percentage facts, and measure-
ments for ordinary life experiences; to read history with
pleasure remembering influencing facts and tracing
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results back to causes ; to get familiar with geograph-
ical facts that affect climate, production, and civiliza-
tion, understand the great political divisions, forms of
government, typical industries and related commercial
interests ; to get into touch with nature and learn to
love her beauties ; to obey the laws of health, sanitation
and growth for themselves and for others ; to use their
hands with their minds in making things for ornament
and for use ; to conform to authority promptly and
cheerfully recognizing the rights of others and the
need of social service.
With this kind of preparation the public may de-
mand of its High schools that they give a liberal edu-
cation to those who are to enter the higher institutions
of learning so that they may be able to do their work
with ease, pleasure and profit, but that they place a
much larger emphasis on the practical arts leading to-
ward the practical professions and the trades, making
pupils, the majority of whom are to go directly into the
world's work, able to be self-supporting, successful and
efficient in the work they undertake. Scholarship,
however important, is not the chief business of a school.
A very large majority of the children we are to train
will never know the meaning of scholarship. Many
will be poor in brains, in effort, in appreciation, and in
gratitude. They will be bright, stupid, industrious,
lazy, well-behaved and ill-behaved but it is the work of
the school to make out of as many as it can men and
women of character and purpose. The school that
does not tend to make good citizens has no right to
exist, no matter how high its standards of scholarship.
Good health, right habits, high ideals, strong interests
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directed toward the common good, and a lofty patriot-
ism must get hold of our boys and girls making them
efficient, honorable and courageous.
The fundamental thing then is to produce intelli-
gent, healthy, vigorous, honest, self-directed and un-
selfish citizens. This is a big program to match up to.
It requires the love and discipline of good homes, the
prayers and religious training of the churches, and the
sacrifice and training of the best teachers. May I sug-
gest that Alton has an opportunity to make progress in
the co-operation of these three agencies in the training
of her children. Every parent ought to visit school at
least once a year. All other citizens are urged to do
so. Every child of school age ought to attend church
or Sunday school regularly, and every pupil ought to
be prompt and regular in attendance at the day school
with a will to be obedient and learn all he can.
METHODS
To bring about the results for which a school is
maintained and for which the district taxes itself, we
are using the demands of the patrons of the school, all
of the common sense and good judgment we can mus-
ter, all of the helps that psychology can give, that ped-
agogy can give, that philosophy can give, that meas-
urements can give, and that experience past and pres-
ent can give.
In reading we are trying to make all children good
readers by the end of the fourth grade. Few learn to
read well after that grade.
In writing we are not teaching penmanship that
belongs to the Business College even though some chil-
dren have a talent for writing. We aim at legibility
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and speed for all. If it seems to some that the art of
writing is neglected, let me say that the modern sys-
tems of hand writing have failed to get the results ex-
pected without an enormous waste of time for the
majority of children.
In arithmetic we are trying to make sure of the
fundamental operations and their automatic use. Fig-
ures are of little value unless they can be used quickly
and accurately. All of the arithmetic problems that
will ever be used in ordinary life can be taught in two
years or less.
Every written or vocal activity is a lesson in lan-
guage. That avoids separate time for language work.
Language is incidental to thought and must be taught
in that way to get satisfactory results. Our every day
language and the language of the street do not help the
schools much in teaching correct use of the mother
tongue.
Spelling has been narrowed as far as number and
kind of words are concerned. The words spelled are
the words used by the children in the several grades
and below. Some children who are natural spellers
need not spell every day. It need not occasion any
alarm to parents if some children do not spell regularly.
But we have learned that the three R's are not
education but the tools of an education by which we are
to learn geography, history, physiology, mathematics,
art, science, music, industry and be able to enter intel-
ligently any of the avenues of the life of man. Self-
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activity, and self-expression are the essential factors in
every child's education. Nothing else will give thought,
power, and initiative. There is no easy road to a good
education and every child must dig and plug for him-
self. Parents should do all they can to help the teacher
in getting the best and most out of the work of their
children.
NEEDS
This is the second year of serving hot lunches to
the children at the Center school. From 75 to 90 have
been given a substantial amount of cocoa, fish chowder,
corn chowder, etc., for two cents a day. We appreciate
the interest of the parents and citizens. Some have
made donations which have helped materially in mak-
ing ends meet at the end of the winter term. Students
in the high school and upper grades have acted as
waiters and helpers and have done their part in making
the noon lunch a success. It calls to mind the great
need of more room and better accommodations for the
Domestic Science department. It is remarkable that
so much has been done under such adverse conditions.
It would be worth while for some well-disposed
person of means to endow the playground and athletic
activities of Alton. I wish that might be done. It
is exceedingly difficult to get funds enough to do the
best for the children in the line of exercise. Health
exercises are absolutely necessary for good study.
Some get the exercises at home in useful work, but
many do not. Fresh air and exercise are fundamental.
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Some advance has been made in the line of agri-
culture. The hot house has rendered good service for
experiments and also some returns in a financial way
from the sale of products. The last two seasons have
been hard for boys caring for home projects, but we
hope for a better season this year. May I say that the
course will not be complete and the work in agriculture
be fully developed until the teacher in that subject is
engaged for a year and given land to cultivate in the
spring, and opportunity made for boys who wish to
work for wages on those crops in the summer. I think
the right kind of a man could even make that kind of
an agricultural opportunity more than self-supporting.
Those who have visited the schools at the Village
this year have observed that the Primary and Interme-
diate rooms are much over-crowded. The Intermedi-
ate room has 50 or more and the Primary room 48 or
more— , three grades in each room. How can we ex-
pect a teacher to do justice at all to so many say noth-
ing about wearing her own nerves and health out in
too short a time. It is a question whether it is educa-
tional economy to continue that condition very much
longer. I cannot see any great relief in number of
pupils for next year. It is very difficult to get teachers
or hold them when so much is required. I am not
certain but the present building could be enlarged to
make room for another teacher and for the Domestic
Science class.
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I am aware that the needs of the schools appeal
strongly to the citizens of Alton. This town has been
very responsive and liberal in the past. No town in
the state has a finer record. I am sure in the future
that she will supply the needs as fully as is in her
power.
May I conclude with an expression of deepest
appreciation for the cordial co-operation of the school
board, teachers, and citizens of Alton in the service of
the public schools. I also express my thanks to the
pupils who have with so much interest pursued their




Alton, N. H., Feb. 15, 1917.
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Attendance 1915-1916


























Roland Greene Edward Smith













Damon Bennett Clinton Varney
BAY SCHOOL
Harold Prime Warren Whitehouse
GILMAN'S CORNER
Norman Rhines
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Feb. 15. Balance on hand,
Oct. 9. Received of H. J. Jones,
Dec. 15. Received of H. J. Jones,
EXPENDITURES
Fruit and Vegetable Show
Sept. 4.
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Paid for hotel bill, 2 00
Paid for grain, 1 33
Paid for nails, wire, tacks,
and paper, 2 05




Balance, $ 46 98
OSCAR E. DAVIS, Chairman
JOHN H. McDUFFEE, Secretary
JOHN W. EVANS, Treasurer
FRED M. NEWHALL
WILLIE E. SANBORN
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REPORT OF ALTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Dr.
To cash on hand Feb. 15, 1916, $ 33 23
May 22. Received from town
treasurer, 100 00
Oct. 13. Received from town
treasurer, 100 00
1917
Jan. 12. Received from town
treasurer, 177 00




May 1. To cash paid Annie A.
Wheeler, salary, $ 18 75
May 16. E. R. Wright, insurance, 16 20
May 24. J. M. Hanson Bennett,
(magazine), 26 12
May 24. Freight on library books, 46
July 25. Farmington News, cards
and slips, 6 00
Aug. 1. Annie A. Wheeler, salary, 18 75
Aug. 3. George G. Neal, (book-
binding), 39 25
Oct. 6. Book, 1 80
Oct. 14. Charles E. Lauriat Co., 44 27
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